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Hot Tea and Music for the Soul
October sees the kickoff of both the 

Pro Organo season and our social and 
educational programming.  So now, after 
settling into our fall routines, we can get out 
to hear some great organ music and visit with 
our fellow RCCO members. 

Pro Organo is up first, on Friday,   
October 13th – why not buy season tickets 
if you are planning to come out to all four 
concerts?  Season tickets can be purchased 
online as well as at the door on October 13th. 

Donations are also welcome to support this 
concert series. 

Our first social event comes up the next 
weekend, on Saturday October 21st, at 10:30 
am.  I don’t know about you, but I often feel I 
need a break for tea and a “second breakfast” 
at about this time, so 10:30 sounds like a 
perfect time to meet, and then you’re free for 
practicing in the afternoon.  Hope you can  
make it out to one or both of these events!  
Happy Thanksgiving!
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Sunday, November 12, at 7:00 pm
Organ Recital by Matthew Larkin on the 
new-to-St. Stephen’s 3-manual Rodgers 
organ.  St. Stephen’s Anglican Church, 
2821 St. Stephen’s Street (just west of 
Pinecrest, and north of the Queensway)

More details to follow in the November 
issue of Pipelines, or from Robert Jones.

Around Town

     RCCO Social Event Don and Suzanne Marjerrison

Saturday, October 21 at 10:30 a.m. 
A wonderful reprise of the Welcome 
Back! event that Suzanne Marjerrison has 
arranged for us will be a breakfast/brunch 
at the Chances R restaurant.  How often do 
you have time to socialize with colleagues 
when you are not totally exhausted?  
Meet some new people. Take time for 
a real conversation before the activities 
of the fall absorb all of us.  Additional 
information can be found below.

Saturday, December 2 at 2:00 p.m. 
You’re invited to join us for a joint, co-
sponsored event with School ofAnglican 
Studies at at St. Paul’s Seminary and 
RCCO-Ottawa Centre.  Did you know 
that Joshua Zentner-Barrett is the Director 
of Music for Anglican Studies?  This 
will be an excellent opportunity to share 
what each of us is planning for Advent 
and Christmas and to learn more about 
the program at St. Paul’s.  We will have 
an opportunity to play our special music 
on the pipe organ in the beautiful St. 
Paul Seminary Chapel.  Further details, 
including bus routes, will be published in 
the upcoming issues of Pipelines.

On Saturday, January 27 at 10 a.m. 
we will hold an online Cafe RCCO on 
Zoom with Donald Russell speaking on 

Principles for Making Informed Decisions 
about our Musical Technique.  Have you 
thought about how your technique has 
evolved over the years?  We all need to 
evaluate our technique from time to time. 
Dr. Russell will help focus our thinking.  

For February we will be collaborating 
on repertoire for Lent and Easter.  We will 
announce the date and venue very soon.

Saturday, April 6 is International Organ 
Day.  There will be several programs 
showcasing the organ.   If you are 
interested in presenting, please contact 
Sondra Goldsmith Proctor.  

On Saturday, May 11 we will gather at 
St. Andrew’s Church for the Great Bach 
Marathon.  This year there will be three 
tracks.  Many grown-ups have expressed 
interest in the organ but have not had the 
opportunity to learn about how all the 
parts function.  So we are providing an 
opportunity for adults who wish to explore 
and learn about the organ to do so.  Of 
course, we will invite children to learn 
about the King of Instruments as well.  
We’ll conclude with many offerings of 
Bach’s organ repertoire.  

If you wish to have a topic for our 
Centre programme discussed, please be in 
touch with a member of the Programme/
Education Committee to discuss your 
thoughts.  As always, we are always 
grateful to Suzanne Marjerrison for 
coordinating the refreshments at many 
of the Centre’s events.  We also thank 
the venues for welcoming us, and look 
forward to sharing more event details with 
you as the year progresses.

Sondra Goldsmith Proctor

Heather Rice

Donald Russell

Centre Events Ian Guenette and Sondra Goldsmith Proctor

The first Centre Event of the 2023-24 year, is 
a social on Saturday, October 21st at 10:30 am 
at Chances R Restaurant, located in College 
Square (1365 Woodroffe Avenue & Baseline 
Road).  This is an opportunity to enjoy catching 
up with fellow members.  The restaurant serves 
breakfast and lunch at 10:30 am.  The patio, 
which is heated, is reserved for our group.  All 
are welcome.  It’s just a short walk from the 
Baseline transit station and there is plenty of 
parking nearby.

Please RSVP by Wednesday, October 
18th.  Contact Don Marjerrison at:  donald.
marjerrison@sympatico.ca or call 
613.724.3793.   See you there!
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Hi RCCO members!  For the first time 
since before the pandemic, Pro Organo 
is back again, offering a full season of 
four recitals for the 2023-24!  Throughout 
the pandemic years, as you will recall, 
Pro Organo was forced to operate first 
by offering only occasional individual 
on-line concerts, and then by offering 
only individual stand-alone live recitals.  
Now we are fully back in action with a 
complete season!   

The Pro Organo Recital Series depends 
entirely on its subscribers and generous 
patrons for its financial success, as organ 
recitals never break even at the door 
of the concerts.  So we, the members 
of the Pro Organo Committee, led by 
Gilles Leclerc, strongly encourage you 
to support this new season by purchasing 

season tickets, and by making generous 
donations.  Patrons will be recognized in 
the programmes for all the concerts.

It is the sale of season tickets and the 
gifts of donations that will enable the 
Pro Organo Recital Series, now in its 
thirty-fifth season, to thrive and prosper 
as Canada’s longest-running organ recital 
series.  Please help our Centre to continue 
to offer first-class concerts, on beautiful 
organs, played by wonderful professional 
organists from international, national, and 
local sources.  

And please remember too that we use 
projectors and screens to show the guest 
organists when the consoles are hidden 
from view in the galleries  ̶  it’s much 
more fun to watch!

Please bring your friends and 
neighbours to our upcoming Pro Organo 
programmes.  This series is a large part of 
our way of demonstrating the enormous 
value of the organ and its music to 
Ottawa audiences, as well as to our own 
membership  ̶  it plays a huge role in 
extending our outreach to the wider public 
audience!  We depend upon your support!

You can make a patron donation 
through the RCCO Ottawa Centre website, 
rcco-ottawa.ca  ̶  just go to the Home 
Page, press the Donate button, and select 
Pro Organo.  For further information, you  
can call 613-255-1394 or send an e-mail to 
ProOrgano@rcco-ottawa.ca.

Pro Organo Gilles Leclerc

35th season begins on Friday,  
October 13th at 7:30 p.m.at 

Notre Dame Cathedral-Basilica (Sussex 
at St. Patrick) featureing Toronto organist 
John-Paul Farahat who will perform works 
by deGrigny, Franck, J.S. Bach, Dupré, 
Morel, Widor and Togni.  This promises to 
be a very interesting and varied program, 
well worth experiencing.

The season continues on SUNDAY, 
November 12th at 3 p.m. at Christ 
Church Cathedral, 414 Sparks Street near 
Bronson Ave with a special recital by 
Maria Gajraj, from Ottawa and Montreal.  
Maria’s program is dedicated entirely to 
women composers. 

This concert will be co-sponsored by 
the Godfrey Hewitt Memorial Scholarship 

Fund, since Maria Gajraj is a former 
winner of this prestigious Scholarship.  
She will play works by among others, 
Jeanne Demessieux (1921-1968), and 
American composers Florence Price 
(1887-1953) and Ethel Smith (1902-1996).  
Parking is difficult around the Cathedral, 
so you should come early! We look 
forward to seeing you at this event. 

You can order your subscription tickets 
and/or make a patron donations by using 
the Donation Form located on the last 
page of this newsletter, on the tear-off in 
the enclosed season flyer, or through the 
RCCO website, rcco-ottawa.ca: just go to 
the Home Page, press the Donate button, 
and select Pro Organo.  If ordering by 
mail, please send your order to: 

Frances Macdonnell, 
303 - 3099 Carling Avenue, 
Ottawa ON, K2H 5A6. 

If you would like more information, 
you can call us at 613-255-1394 or send an 
e-mail to ProOrgano@rcco-ottawa.ca.

. 

Our

   Please Support Pro Organo Gilles Leclerc
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Give Thanks 
in all Circumstances!

All week as I walked by the river  ̶ 
I am fortunate that I live close to the 
Island Park Bridge  ̶  I have so enjoyed 
the sight of the Michaelmas daisies 
growing on all sides of the path!  These 
indeed are named for the Saint’s Day, St 
Michael and All Angels, which falls on 
September 29th.  So entranced have I been 
by these flowers, that I have found myself 
being drawn to focus in my Pipelines 
article on their vibrant beauty in this year 
of 2023; and on the Saint’s Day for which 
they are named.  Hence, I sent pictures 
of the flowers to our editor, and indicated 
that he should watch for my article that 
was coming! 

I gradually realized that I might wish 
to go this route with my article, but in 
fact Pipelines would be coming out to 
celebrate the Feast of Thanksgiving!   
Indeed, I looked at the articles I had 
written the previous two years and saw 

that I had faithfully focused on the 
coming long weekend when we shall give 
thanks.

So having set the context of my 
offering this year  ̶  a deeply purple and 
meditative context, no less  ̶  I find myself 
being drawn to understand our October 8 
celebration with the words, ‘Give Thanks 
in All Circumstances.’  These words 
speak to my experience of reading The 
Hiding Place, by Corrie Ten Boom.* 

Corrie tells the story of the challenging 
journey she and her late sister Betsy 
experienced during their imprisonment in 
concentration camps during the Second 
World War.  What so deeply assisted 

them through this experience was that 
they had managed to smuggle into the 
prison at least one gospel in paperback!

And there came the day when Corrie 
returned from her work detail to find 
Betsy who, with her weak health, was 
confined to quarters.  Betsy met her at 
the door with great joy.  She exclaimed 
that she had discovered why they could 
indeed give thanks in all circumstances, 
even for the fleas that infested their 
barracks causing all the women great 
discomfort. She explained that earlier in 
the day, the guards had come to make 
their usual inspection of the barracks.  
They had clearly avoided entering too 
deeply into their quarters because of 
the fleas. Betsy saw how this freed 
herself and her sister, and indeed their 
fellow residents, to use the space in their 
quarters beyond the entrance in ways that 
assisted them all to survive these endless 
days of imprisonment.  The guards would 
only inspect so far into their space.

Give thanks in all circumstances! is 
a challenging injunction from the First 
Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians (5: 
18).  How do these words speak to us, I 
wonder, through our days?  And how may 
they assist us in our journey  ̶  whatever 
our circumstances  ̶  one step at a time?

* John Sherrill (Contributor); 
Elizabeth Sherrill (Contributor); 

diverse publishers, 
first published November 1971   

Rev. Christine Piper

Second workshop:

Saturday October 14, 2023
10 am till noon
303 - 3099 Carling Avenue (ring #20 at 
the front door of the building) 

this exam, candidates 
demonstrate their ability to plan 
a church choir programme, 

direct a short choir practice, answer some 
straightforward written questions on 
choir management and choral planning, 
write some simple harmony, and do some 
simple ear tests.  The outcome of this 
examination is a Certificate of Proficiency 
in Choir Training. 

The second of these workshops will 
be held on Saturday October 14th at my 
apartment, 303-3099 Carling Avenue, 
from 10 am until noon.  This location is 
on Carling Avenue just west of Bayshore 
Drive.  There is a large visitors’ parking 
lot directly in front of the building.

It’s not too late to join in!  If you’d like 
to start participating, please contact me 
at fbmacdonnell@sympatico.ca, or call 
me at (613) 726-7984, in advance of the 
coming workshop.

In

               Preparation for the
Choir Training Certificate Examination Frances Macdonnell
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Organ Teachers List
Next Deadline

Supply List  

Next Executive Meeting:
Monday, 16 October / 7:30 p.m.

Web Meeting

Royal Canadian College of Organists              Collège royal canadien des organistes
Ottawa Centre                                                        Section d’Ottawa

P.O. Box 2270, Station D                                         C.P. 2270, Succursale D
Ottawa, ON   K1P 5W4     www.rcco-ottawa.ca      Ottawa, ON   K1P 5W4

Ottawa Centre Executive
2023-2024

Ottawa Centre Executive

President	A lison Kranias	 613-761-6516
Vice-President	I an MacKay	 613-447-8955
Past President	R obert Jones	 613-220-3420
Secretary	 (vacant)			 
Treasurer	A lexander Reicker	 613-884-8539
Chaplain	R ev. Canon Christine Piper	 613-725-2164
National Councillors 
	A lison Kranias	 613-761-6516
	 Karen Holmes	 613-728-8041
	S ue Sparks	 613-798-3739
	R obert Jones (alternate)	 613-220-3420
Member at Large

	 Shirley Stratilo-Fleischhaker	

Convenors of Committees
Archives	L arry Kempffer	 613-230-5564
Godfrey Hewitt Fund  	Frances Macdonnell	 613-726-7984
	     Elaine Graham	 613-729-8277
Historic Organs	 John Wanless	 613-283-2590
Membership	D onald Marjerrison	 613-724-3793	
Newsletter            Rick & Suzanne St. Germain  613-841-0246
Pro Organo	G illes Leclerc	 613-798-0264	
Professional Support	R ev. Dr. Dan Hansen	 613-635-2127
Program/Education  Sondra Goldsmith Proctor	202-841-8712
                                       Donald Russell, Heather Rice
Publicity                   	I an Guenette	 613-541-5197
Social Convenor	S uzanne Marjerrison	 613-724-3793
Student Concerns	R obert Jones	 613-220-3420
	S ue Sparks	 613-798-3739
Webmaster	R oss Jewell 	 613-741-5467

Sunday Supply Organists:
Amy Andonian	 613 224-8117	 Sundays, weddings, funerals.  Organ and piano.  All denominations.
Elizabeth Brown	 613-608-1210	 lizbrown2007@hotmail.com   Sundays, weddings, funerals, any denomination
Glenn Keefe	 289-830-6607	 gkeefe78@gmail.com   United and Anglican services.
Matthew Larkin	 613-862-4106	 matthewlarkin1963@gmail.com  Weddings, funerals, Sunday services, all denominations
Frances Macdonnell	 613-726-7984	 fbmacdonnell@sympatico.ca

Wedding and Funeral Organists: 
Nadia Behmann	 613-723-8601	 nadia@behmann.ca   Weddings and Funerals.
Gilles Leclerc	 613-798-0264	 gilles.leclerc7@sympatico.ca
Simon Pinsonneault	 613-299-1886	 simon.pinsonneault@tc.gc.ca  
Donald Russell	 613-738-9223	 russell.kimberwick@me.com
Wesley R. Warren	 613 726-6341	 Weddings and Funerals 

Thomas Annand, MMus, BMus (Hons), FRCCO Teaches at all levels, also theory, history  
Info: t.annand50@gmail.com or 613-261-0376

D. Mervyn Games, B.Mus., FRCO, ARCM.  Students in piano, organ, and theory at all 
levels.  Info: mervyn.games@gmail.com or 613-729-2515. 
Heather Rice, ARCT, BMus, ARCCO (ChM).  Welcomes students in piano, organ, voice 
and theory, Beginner - Intermediate, Children - Adult.  Call 613-563-1409
Wesley R. Warren, M.Mus, FRCO, (ChM), ARCT.  Beginning to advanced organ 
students, piano and theory.  St. Barnabas Anglican Church, Ottawa.  Info: 613-726-6341
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Our Advertisers

Orgues S. Brisson Pipe Organs

1096, ch. St-Pierre
Embrun, ON     K0A 1W0

Cell:  613.769-6218
Email:  sborgans@hotmail.com

Entretien – fabrication – restauration
Maintenance – New instruments – Restoration

18-1035 O’Brien Road, Renfrew, ON   K7V 0B3
www.renfrewpsychotherapy.ca

613-635-2127                                 uccdan@sympatico.ca

Renfrew Psychotherapy
Daniel A. Hansen

Registered Psychotherapist    Jungian Psychoanalyst
Spiritual Director

Newsletter Advertising Rates

Half Page
7¼˝x3½˝ 

or
4¼˝x8¾˝

$40

Full Page
7¼˝x8¾˝

$80

Quarter Page
4¼˝x3½˝

or
2¼˝x7¼˝

$20

Eighth Page
(business  
card size)
2¼˝x3½˝

$15

Pipelines is published by the RCCO Ottawa Centre 
for the express purpose of informing its members 
about RCCO activities.   The use of information 
contained in this publication, including personal 
information and mailing lists, for purposes not 

related to the RCCO is not allowed.

Disclaimer

1. Any Ottawa Centre member may announce his/her event 
on the Around Town section of the newsletter free of charge 
if he/she is the coordinator, conductor, soloist, or organist/
accompanist of the event.

2. If a member wishes to place a free announcement in 
Around Town for an event of another organization he/she is a 
member of (not covered by Policy 1), the member must make a 
written request to the RCCO Centre Executive for approval of 
that one specific event.  Approval may be granted on the basis 
that this extraordinary event would be of specific interest to 
our members: e.g., church/choral, and/or organ/bells, and/or 
the encouragement of young organists and pianists.

3. If a non-member wishes to announce an event of his/her 
organization in Around Town free of charge, he/she must make 
a written request to the RCCO Centre Executive for approval 
of that one specific event. Approval may be granted per Policy 
2; in most circumstances, however, we would expect the 
Organization to pay as per the rates set out by the Centre for 
advertising.

Advertising Policy
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A series presented by the Royal Canadian College of Organists, Ottawa Centre
Une présentation du Collège royal canadien des organistes, Section d'Ottawa

The f inest  organists  on  the  f inest  organs

Info: www.rcco-ottawa.ca/pro_organo.html

Pro Organo
  Ottawa

Amours  et  dé l ices  de  l ’orgue

SUBSCRIPTION     ABONNEMENT
2023-2024

      Tickets will be available through EventBrite, the RCCO website, 
by mail to the RCCO, or at the door.  Donations are welcome. 

Info:   rcco-ottawa.ca/pro_organo.html
 
      Season tickets / Billets de saison:

__ x $95 (adults / adultes).............. =   ____
__ x $80 (senior / âge d’or) ............. =   ____
__ x $45 (student / étudiant) ......... =   ____
__ Don/Donation* .......................... =   ____

  Total =   ____
Individual Tickets at the door / Billets individuels à la porte :  $30, $25, $15

* Tax receipts for donations / Reçu d’impôts en échange de votre don

     Name/Nom:  

     Address/Adresse: 

    

     Postal Code/Code postal:                                                E-mail/Courriel:  

     Name of donor, for programmes/Nom du donateur, pour les programmes:

    

     Please make cheque payable to:                  SVP postez votre chèque au :
     RCCO Ottawa Centre                   CRCO Section d'Ottawa
     PO Box 2270, Stn. D                   CP 2270, Succ. D
     Ottawa  ON   K1P 5W4                  Ottawa   ON   K1P 5W4

      or/ou           ¨  Visa        ¨ Mastercard        ¨  American Express

     Name on card/Nom sur la carte  

     Card Number/ Numéro de la carte

     Expiry date/ Date de l’expiration                       CVV

     Signature

13 vendredi
octobre
19h30

Friday
October

7:30 pm

John Paul Farahat
     Toronto

de Grigny, Franck, J.S. Bach, 
Dupré, Morel, Widor and Togni 

St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church
 (82 Kent St.)

12dimanche 
novembre
15h00

Sunday
November

3:00 pm

Anne Laver    
     Syracuse, N.Y. 
           

Music inspired by the stories of heroes and 
saints, both ancient and modern. 
This eclectic program includes music by 
Franck, Bach, Judith Bingham, Natalie 
Draper, and Rachel Laurin, among others.

5 vendredi 
avril
19h30

Friday
April

7:30 pm

Vincent Boucher
     Montréal

     J. S. Bach, D. Scarlatti, 
     G. F. Handel, 
     C. Tournemire et 
     L. Boëllmann.  

13 lundi 
mai
19h30

Monday
May

7:30 pm

Église St-François-d'Assise
(Wellington / Fairmont)

Maria Gajraj
     Montréal
           

Jeanne Demessieux, 
Florence Price, Ethel Smith 

35
Season
              e

Saison

Christ Church Cathedral
(414 Sparks St.)

Notre-Dame Cathedral-Basilica
(Sussex/St. Patrick)

2023-2024



Page 8	 Pipelines Vol. 41, No. 2

Join us for our next exciting

Pro Organo Recital
featuring

John Paul
Farahat

Toronto
featuring music by 

de Grigny, Franck, J.S. Bach,
Dupré, Morel, Widor and Togni

Friday, October 13th at 7:30 p.m. 

Notre-Dame Cathedral-Basilica
 (Sussex at St. Patrick)

Tickets available through Eventbrite, on our website or at the door.

For further information, visit our website at
http://rcco-ottawa.ca/pro_organo.html
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Tuesday October 17
7:30 p.m.

St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church
82 Kent Street at Wellington
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One Equall Musick Vocal Ensemble
William Duffy, guest conductor

Divine Liturgy: The Halo of Humanity
Selections from the Armenian Divine Liturgy 

of Komitas Vardapet, with works by 
Poulenc and Lusitano

Sunday, October 29, 4:00 p.m. 
First Baptist Church, 

140 Laurier Ave W.

	 General Admission (advance purchase):	 $25
	 General admission (at the door):	 $30			     www.oneequallmusick.org
	 General admission (student):	 $15			   oneequallmusick@gmail.com
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Join us for our next exciting

Pro Organo Recital
featuring

Maria
Gajraj

Montreal
featuring music by 

Jeanne Demessieux,
Florence Price, Ethel Smith

Sunday, November 12th at 3:00 p.m. 

Christ Church Cathedral
 (414 Sparks Street)

Tickets available through Eventbrite, on our website or at the door.

For further information, visit our website at
http://rcco-ottawa.ca/pro_organo.html
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DONATION FORM - PRO ORGANO RECITAL SERIES 2023-24

Mail to: Frances Macdonnell
303 - 3099 Carling Avenue 
Ottawa ON      K2H 5A6

I enclose $ ____________ to purchase season tickets to the 2023-24 Pro Organo Recital Series;
that is:

______ @ $95.00 (adult)     = $ _________________

______ @ $80.00 (senior)   = $ _________________

______ @ $45.00 (student) = $ _________________

AND / OR

I enclose $________________ as a tax-receiptable donation for the Pro Organo Series 2023-24.

Total amount enclosed: $________________

_____   I wish to pay by cheque  (Please make cheques payable to "RCCO - Ottawa Centre".) 

OR 

______ I wish to pay by Credit Card           ________ VISA       _______ MASTERCARD  

Name on credit card: ___________________________________________________  

Credit card number: ___________________________________________________

Expiry date: ____________/_____________

CSV #: _________________________

Name: __________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

May we publish your name in the donors’ list?    Yes ___________    No ___________

Name as you would like it printed:   ________________________________________ 

You may also donate on-line at: www.rcco-ottawa.ca/donateschol.html and select “Pro Organo”


